
PetAirapy, LLC, headquartered in St. Charles, IL, manufactures study-backed ultraviolet germicidal irradiation (UVGI or UV, 
for short) infection control equipment for commercial and residential environments. For more than a decade, we have 
researched and battled zoonotic and other infectious diseases that impact animals and the humans who care for them. 
We work with a team of infection control experts including Dr. Wladlyslaw Kowalski, author of Hospital Airborne Infection 
Control. Since January, we have been monitoring this coronavirus or COVID-19 (also formally known as SARS-CoV-2 in 
the science community). The following highlights the key information we know to date. 

HOW DID COVID-19 START?

COVID-19 is a zoonotic disease. Zoonotics are transmitted from animals to humans or vice-versa. This coronavirus may 
have originated in bats. To date, the Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) has not received any reports 
indicating you can transmit COVID-19 to your pets or vice-versa.

HOW IS COVID-19 SPREAD?

Airborne transmission (person-to-person). When an infected person coughs or sneezes and the droplets either land in 
mouths of noses of nearby people or are inhaled into the lungs.

Aerosolized transmission. Larger droplets leave behind a dried residual or droplet nuclei which become aerosolized 
by traveling on dust particles. These “aerosols” remain viable—capable of spreading infection—and circulating 
through your office, home, or building for extended periods of time. 

On March 17, 2020, a study by scientists from Princeton University, UCLA, and the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) published in the New England Journal of Medicine found that COVID-19 remained viable in aerosols for 
three (3) hours.

Surface transmission. By touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching your own mouth, nose, 
or, possibly, your eyes. Per CDC, this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

HOW CAN YOU PREVENT AND MITIGATE THE SPREAD OF COVID-19?

For person-to-person and surface transmission: Social distancing and cleanliness is vital. The CDC has put together 
helpful guidelines and downloadable sheets and posters. Find links to these and other resources at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov

For aerosolized transmission: The virus must be killed in the air. In their Resources Available to Address COVID-19 
Concerns for guidance in preventing the spread of the coronavirus in buildings, the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE):
  

Recommends UVGI (upper room, in-room, and in the airstream).
Identifies UVGI as a BEST PRACTICE in its indoor air quality (IAQ) best practices guide.

ASHRAE guidance is what the professionals who build, heat, and cool your building rely on—or should rely on—to 
help ensure a healthy, sustainable indoor environment.
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PetAirapy provides air sanitizing UVGI equipment for upper room (including our 
patent pending wall or ceiling mount upper air unit) and for HVAC systems. Our 
equipment kills infectious diseases—including COVID-19—at a 6-log kill rate. 
What does that mean? That’s medical shorthand for a 99.9999% kill rate. Our 
equipment is backed by university, field, and lab studies to prevent and 
mitigate the spread of infectious diseases. 
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